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The African Conservation Trust (ACT) is 
an established not-for-profit and public 
benefit organisation that has been 
operating in southern Africa since 2000. 
We strive to contribute to a world where 
urban and rural communities take 
responsible care of their environment, 
work consciously to conserve and 
protect natural resources in sustainable 
ways, and preserve historical assets and 
heritage for the benefit of future 
generations.  
 
Our core focus areas are environmental 
conservation and the socio-economic 
upliftment of vulnerable communities. 
ACT projects specifically focus on climate 
change, water conservation, food 
security, urban greening, waste 
recycling, sustainable energy and the 
preservation of endangered indigenous 
fauna and flora.  
 
ACT has a head office in Hillcrest, 
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa and two 
regional offices in Pietermaritzburg and 
St. Lucia, KwaZulu-Natal.  

  About ACT  

Vision  
 

Our Vision is simple...  
 
A LIVING WORLD 
People on a Profitable Planet  
A world that is able to sustain human 
life, profitable as a result of investment 
into our most precious asset: Planet 
Earth, with its abundant natural 
resources; profitable enough for people 
to draw from its environmental goods 
and services, and from a social and 
economic sense. Living, in that our 
Planet and its inhabitants are not simply 
surviving, but are flourishing, and have 
capacity to give, share and grow. 
 
 

Mission  
 

Our mission is to conduct, implement 
and facilitate pioneering environmental, 
heritage and conservation projects in 
Southern Africa in a financially 
accountable and sustainable manner.  



Memberships &  accreditations  

Á Member of the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

Á Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) Level 2 
accreditation  

 

Contact details  
Physical address: 3 Eskotene Avenue, Everton, 
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 
Postal address: PO Box 310, Linkhills, 3652 
 
Telephone: 033 342 2844 
Email: info@projectafrica.com 
Website: www.projectafrica.com 
 

Trustees  
Carl Hector Grossmann (Chairperson)  
Oscar Mpiyani Emmanuel Mthimkhulu  
Leonard Outram van Schalkwyk  

 

Organisational details  

Trust registration number: IT 2174/00 
 

Not-for-profit number: NPO 303-243 
SARS Section 18(A) tax 
exemption status 

Public benefit organisation 
number: 

 

PBO 930014758 
 

Donors  
 

Á The National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund 
Á Wesbank 
Á German Federal Foreign Office 
Á Critical Ecosystems Partnership Fund  
Á United Nations Development Programme 

(through the Global Environment Facility) 
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The African Conservation Trust is a flexible and 

dynamic organization which is essential in the current 
non-profit arena in South Africa. This flexibility was 
tested early on in the year as ACT wrapped up two 
years and R36 million of funding for six major projects 
from the National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund 
(NLDTF). We said goodbye to a number of staff that 
had become a part of the ACT family for a number of 
years and who contributed to building ACT into the 
organization it is today. Always a sad time but that is 
the nature of project specific funding.  
 
ACT has always had a conservation agriculture focus 
and this has grown from strength to strength with the 
accreditation of our Agro-Ecological Farming Practices 
NQF Level 2 course material during this reporting 
period.  A number of staff became accredited 
Assessors for the course and the first group of rural 
homestead farmers went through the 10 day course 
(funded by the German Federal Foreign Office) with a 
100% pass rate. We believe fundamentally that 
conservation agriculture techniques will add 
considerably to climate change adaptation 
capabilities, especially for impoverished rural 
homestead farmers. This view is shared by Wesbank 
who are generously funding a three year homestead 
garden project in and ŀǊƻǳƴŘ !/¢Ωǎ ŎƻǊŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 
Mtubatuba on the KwaZulu-Natal north coast. 
 
Biodiversity conservation was supported by the 
Critical Ecosystems Partnership Fund with a focus on 
the Mkuze River Conservation Project. ACT continued 
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to support and build on the butterfly domes 
project that had been previously funded by the 
NLDTF and established the Butterfly Route, linking 
four ecosystem specific butterfly exhibition and 
educational domes - a first in South Africa. 
Environmental education was carried out at these 
butterfly domes as well as marine education in 
partnership with iSimangaliso Wetland Park. ACT 
continued to serve the vital role as secretariat of 
Project Rhino KZN as well as host the fundraising 
ōŀƴƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ !/¢Ωǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ Ǌole 
in the aerial surveillance aspect of this fight against 
wildlife crime was enhanced when we took 
ownership of the WWF Netherlands donated 
Cheetah XLS light sport aircraft that forms the 
backbone of the Zululand Anti-Poaching Wing. 
 
Our nSimbi partnership programme grew from 
strength to strength with ACT receiving and 
managing funding from the NLDTF on behalf of 
Growing Parks Trust, Wilderness Action Group, 
Zakhe Foundation Trust, African Spirit and the 
Preservation of the Mpushini Mkhondeni 
Biodiversity Trust. 
 
The Board sincerely thanks our CEO Francois du 
Toit for his relentless and inspirational leadership 
of our dynamic team, and all staff for continuing to 
build a meaningful entity that is increasingly 
recognized as innovative in a challenging 
environment. We look forward to a great future.  

Carl Grossmann -  Chairman  

 



  



A Wesbank funded project saw another 40 
farmers trained and mentored in the 
establishment of homestead food gardens. 
The projects not only benefited the farmers 
themselves but also their families who have 
access to a more diverse and improved 

nutrition.    

Conservation agriculture practices have 

proven to be an effective means for growing 

nutritious food staples in remote and harsh 

environments, and have shown to increase 

agricultural yields, produce crops that are 

more resilient to changing weather 

conditio ns, improve water usage and reduce 

soil erosion.  

 

Focus Areas, Projects and Achievements  
 
In 2012, ACT projects focussed on food 
security, climate change, biodiversity and 
heritage preservation. ACT also successfully 
supported a number of partnership 
organisations in implementing projects.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Funded by the German Federal Foreign 
Office, 16 rural farmers were trained in 
conservation agriculture and provided with 
equipment and materials to develop food 
gardens.  
 

 
 

 
 

Food security through 

conservation agriculture  
 
Sustainable food security remains one of 
!/¢Ωǎ ŎƻǊŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ нлммΣ !/¢ 
assisted in the development of the 
Conservation Agriculture Institute at the 
Dovehouse Organic Farm near Howick, 
KwaZulu-Natal. Since then, the Institute 
has developed a National Qualifications 
Framework (NQF) level 2 course in Agro-
Ecological Farming practices. This has 
been integrated into !/¢Ωǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
projects to promote sustainable farming 
and food security.   
 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭŀƛŘ ōȅ !/¢Ωǎ 
National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund 
(NLDTF) projects, ACT implemented two 
food security projects in 2012.  
 

 
Both projects were implemented in 
Northern KwaZulu-Natal and saw rural 
farmers trained in conservation agriculture 
practices and mentored in the 
establishment of homestead food gardens 
making use of these practices. 



 ACT promotes the use of heirloom seeds in its projects. These seeds are hardier and more 

adaptable to climate change events. They also reduce input costs for rural farmers as they 

can be harvested for future planting, without losing genetic integrity.  

Climate change has a profound and 
unavoidable effect on food security in 
Southern Africa, as increasing 
temperatures and changing rainfall 
patterns reduce access to food. The 
situation is further aggravated by high 
levels of soil degradation and a decline in 
fertility, which threaten agricultural 
productivity.  
 
Recognising this, ACT projects promote 
the use of conservation agriculture to 
increase food security and contribute to 
improved land and water usage in areas 
where rural communities are heavily 
dependent on subsistence agriculture. 
 
Conservation agriculture practices have 
proven to be more resilient to shifting 
weather conditions. The manner in which 
they are grown requires minimal water 
usage, at the same time improving the 
condition of the soil and reducing soil 
erosion. 

Climate change

 

 

 

  

  



  


