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About Us

The African Conservation Trust (ACT) is an
established not -for-profit and public benefit

organisation that has been oper ating in
southern Africa since 2000. We strive to
contribute to a world where urban and rural

communities take responsible care of their
environment, work consciously to conserve
and protect natural resources in sustainable
ways, and preserve historical as sets and
heritage for the benefit of future generations.
Our core focus areas are environmental
conservation and the socio -economic

upliftment  of  vulnerable  communities.

Wherever possible, ACT initiatives work in
partnership with local communities and oth er
stakeholders to promote long term success.
Job creation, poverty alleviation, community
sustainability and education are key principles

in all our projects.

3 Part Mission

Conservation:

Create significant and sustainable
environmental change, speciéity focusing on
climate change, water conservation, food
security, waste recycling, sustainable energy,
preservation of endangered indigenous fauna
and flora and greening projects that
incorporate  poverty  alleviation and
sustainable livelihoods

Education

Increase the capacity and expertise of the
southern African environment/conservation
community, by transferring skills, providing
mentorship and building supportive networks
that support the development and
sustainability of the entire
environment/consevation sector.

Innovation:

Use modern technology, specifically GIS
capacity to @hance conservation efforts and
to pioneer socieecological approaches to
sustanable protected area management.

Vision
A LIVING WORLD

People on a Profitable Planet

A world that is able to sustain human life,
profitable as a result of investment into our
most precious asset: Planet Earth, with its
abundant natural resources; profitable enough
for people to and from a social and economic
sense. Living, in that our Planet ants
inhabitants are not simply surviving, but are
flourishing, and have capacity to give, share
and grow
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ACT's Reqistrations

1 Not-for-Profit Trust No: IT

2174/2000/PMB

1 South African Registered NdProfit
Organisation No: NPO 03143

1 SARS Public Benefitrganisation
No: 930014758(plus Section 18A
tax exemption status)

Memberships & Accreditations

Black Economic

BEBEE)

91 BroadBased
Empowerment
Accreditation Level2

1 Member of thelnternational Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

1 Founding member and seetariat
of Project Rhino KZN

1 Founding member of the SAFE
Alliance (now Frack Free SA)

1 Founding member of the Imfolozi
Community Alliance

1 Cofounder of the Open Food

Network, South Africa

Trustees

Carl Hector Grossmann (Chairperson)
Oscar Mpiyani Emmarel Mthimkhulu
Stacey Ruth Francis

Leonard Outram van Schalkwyk

Chief Executive Officer

Francois du Toit

Contact Details

Tet +27(0)31765 3957
+27(0)86511 7594

Email: info@projectafrica.com
Physical Suite 4B, 8 Old Main Rd,
Hillcrest, 3610, South Africa

Postat P.O. Bx 310, Link Hills, 3652

Website:www.projectafrica.com

Fax:

Heritage Websitewww.actheritage.org

Facebook & Twitter @ACTsafrica

4| Page


http://www.projectafrica.com/
http://www.actheritage.org/

The war in review

In a little over 16 years, the African
Conservation Trust (ACT) has grown from a
small volunteer groupto an established
environmental organisation, increasingly
recognised for its efforts in conserving South
I FNA O Qa
heritage. ACTS unique in thait implements
a diverserange ofenvironmental projects
and issupported bya passionateboard and
staff complementwith skills and expertise in
a variety of areas.

In the year under reviewACT continued to
focus on training in agroecological
techniques as a means to sustainably
alleviate food insecurity and boost
household incomes. As part of the eThekwini
Municipality Sustainable Livelihoods
Initiative, ACT teams provided accredited
training to 50 homestead farmers from
central and northern eThekwini.These
individuals are currently developing their
own vegetable gardens, angaying it
forward and assisting their fellow
community members to establish gardens as
well; therebycreatingcollaborativeclusters
andagricultural food hubsicross theegion

Training was lao provided to 130
beneficiaries from the Khula Village region of
Mtubatuba. This project, funded by the
Foundation for Hman Rights provided
small scale farmers with the skills to harvest
and store their own seed and therefore
continue to grow their own produce year
after year.

0 A 2 R &ard SuNtah (0 &

On the heritage front, ACT continued to
partner with specialists from the University
of KwaZuleNatal and AMAFA Heritage
KwaZuluNatal in our digital documentation
of significant cultural and historical sites. This
yelary tRe DigitaliMizpliing Unifocused on
the 3D scanning and photography of rock art
at Eland Cave in the Cathedral Peak
Wilderness Area. The shelter holds one of
the highest concentrations @anrock at in
South Africa; though these have become
faded over time and some paintings are now
barely visible. Utilising specialised image
enhancement techniques, the team was able
to enhance and reveal many images which
had almost been lost to the elements.

I / ¢ Abplied Ecology Unit continued its
efforts in biodiversity preservatiomwithin
the Ithala region.With the assistance of
Humane Society Internationathe team is
working towards valuable range expansion
for wildlife living within the Reserve,
including hino and elephant populations.
We also continued to serve aecretariat for
Project Rhino KZN, with Sheealgh Antrobus
receiving a prestigious conservation award
from Game Rangers AssociatiohAfrica for
her dedication in her role of Project Rhino
coordnator.

Whilst operating in the no#profit sector
continues to have its challenges, we are
proud of the difference we are making across
the environmental spheréNe would like to
extend our grateful thankso our funders
and donors who continue to make owork
possible
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Food Security through
Ecological Agriculture




eThekwini Municipality Sustainable
Livelihoods Initiativé EMSLI)

As part of its Municipal Climate Protection
programme, the eThekwini Municipality has
been implementing a Community

Reforestation Programme at three project

sites. The programme involves a collaborative
effort between the eThekwini Municipality,

bDhQa FyR 20 ¢
restoration of indigenous forests at
Buffelsdraai Landfill Site, Inanda Mountain and
Paradise V#y. Through these projects,
opportunities are created for community
upliftment, jobs and local livelihood

improvement, whilst establishing natural
GO ND2Yy aAiAylaé
Community Reforestation Programme
continues to contribute twards mitigating

climate change and increasing local resilience.

The African Conservation Trust is

implementing the Sustainable Livelihoods,
food production and value adding phase of this
intervention. The project is 18 months in
duration and seeks to trai community
members ingrowing food,and establising
homestead food gardens in accordance with
ecological agriculture principles.
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ANOTHER GARDEN CREATED

ETHEKWINI MUNICIPALITY

SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS
INITIATIVE

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
& CLIMATE PROTECTION
DEPARTMENT

Valueadding and entrepreneurial activities
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Guardian, the Open Food Netwgrkand
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area.

52 Y Y nypf\ojﬁc,{ iacludes g rvmberﬁokagtivities:

Provide accredited  AgrBcological
training to 50 micrefarmers
1 Assist these farmers to develop gardens,
with mentorship for remainder of project
Payit-Forward: Beneficiaries then assist a
further 5 to 10 micrefgrmers in their
c'\cl)‘r"ﬁr?{u%lity t% ée%e%é tf?e% (’)\IV% éa‘f’dgncg
1 Explore and promote entrepreneurial
activities: beekeeping training, value
adding and promotion of links to markets

g2

The project will have far reaching effects

toward household food security, improving
farming and entrepreneurial skills and
increasing income gemating opportunities

throughout the project communities
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Dukuduku Forest Open
Pollinated Seedling Nursery
& Seed Distribution Cére

ACT provided seed saving training to 130
micro-farmers from the Dukuduku Forest
region of northern KwaZuiiMatat an area
severely affected by soil erosion, climate
change, and food insecurityln the
workshops they learnt how to collect and
store seed as well as the fundamental
principles of how to grow their own crops
using environmentally friendly principles.
Beneficiaries were also provided with a
selection of different seed varieties, seed
saving toolkits and ocigoing mentorshipA
seedling nurser was established to
provide local community gardeners with
heirloom seeds and seedlings, and to serve
as a venue for the exchange of seeds and
ideas.

Funding for this project is facilitated by the
Foundatiomn for Human Rightswhich is
funded by theGovernment of Flanders

Phumlani AgreEcoloqgical
Training

African Conservation Trust was contracted
to do permaculture trainingor 50 small
growers from thePhumlani community by
uMkhusu Social Development Trust
(USDT.)Phumlani is a township located in
the south of Hluhluwe less than 20 km
from a number2 ¥ Y%bQa Y2ad LI
game reservesMany families live below
the poverty line with memployment levels
running in excess of 6Q%esulting in high
levels of crime and substance abuse

ACT conducted 5 days permaculture
training for the beneficiaries and, together
with USDT, helped to establish small
vegetable gardens to help support
nutritional intake. Mentorship, tools and
garden material was also provided.

The training is a component of a larger
food security initiative funded by the

National Lotteries Commission via
in a

Inkanyamba Development Trust
partnership application.



http://www.fhr.org.za/
http://www.flanders.be/en

GigaBite Guardian Database
& Open Food Network SA

ACT continued to develop and refine the
GigaBite Guardian platfornggether with
the experience&andudevelopment team.
The long term aim is to develop a platform
which will facilitate both he cooperation
of small scale growers, and the
collaboration of NGOs working toward
food security. The database has become
more stable and usefriendly and data
collection has continued at ACT project
sites.

The South African Open Food Network
(OFN) i$ A Y S Ronmhedtingépeople who
eat food directly with people who produce
(}} Wy using an open source software
platform. The local South African platform
is a three way partnership between the
African  Conservation Trust, Kandu
software developers and & Open Food
Foundation [ittp://ofn.kandu.co.za). It
allows producers and food hubs to offer
their wares for sale directly to buyers.
Food entrepreneurs are able to market
their produce for free on the platform and
connect with other partners in the area.
The benefit of this is that it affords better
prices and higher earnings all round by
eliminating the need for middle ment
also eliminates food waste and lowers
emissions associated with food
distribution.

Promoting Food Security in

Richmond and Mtubatuba

In the 2010 ¢ 2014 period, ACT
implemented a number of large scale food
security initiatives in the Richmond and
greater Mtubatuba regions. Although
project supporthas endedACT continued
to fund mentors wihin these project
communities to provide asgence to
beneficiaries and the general public

In Richmond, where ACT assisted in the
development of over 300 homestead and
20 school gardens,gardeners have
established their own selhanaged
collective and ell produce to a local
supermarket as well as atommunity
markets. Demonstratiors and information
days open to all community members
were also given at both locations.
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